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Panther Pride NEWS

June 16  – High School 
NNDCC Awards, 6 p.m. 
PAC 

June 17-20 – All Schools 
Early Dismissal  

June 17 – Elementary #2 
Fifth Grade Moving Up 
Dance  

June 18 – High School 
Baccalaureate,  5 p.m. 
PAC 

June 19 – Middle School 
Promotion, 4 p.m. 

June 23 - Last Day of 
School, Early Dismissal 

June 23 – High School 
Graduation, 4 p.m. at 
Memorial 
Field  

Dear Parents:

Another successful school year is 
ending, and I want to thank the school 
community for its unwavering dedication 
to helping our students thrive. Parents, 
teachers, school staff, friends and 
neighbors continue to partner to ensure 
our students have an exceptional 
educational experience, and their efforts 
show each season.  

This spring, third graders created a 
beautiful garden on school grounds at 
Elementary #2 and the middle school’s 
annual St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
fundraiser earned nearly $20,000. 
We also celebrated two community 
members, Gloria Hodges and Richard 
Ludwig, who made positive, significant 
contributions to our district with the 
high school’s band room and guidance 
suite renaming ceremony. 

The end of this school year is bittersweet 
for me, as I will retire from my role 
as the Superintendent of Middle 
Township Public Schools on June 30. I 

am grateful for my time at MTPS, and 
for the opportunity to work with this 
wonderful, supportive and encouraging 
school community. Together, we have 
accomplished much since I proudly 
accepted this role in 2014, and I will 
continue to have Panther Pride and watch 
our schools grow. 

Let’s join again, as we give a warm 
Panther welcome to the district’s next 
superintendent of schools, Stephanie 
DeRose. DeRose will begin on July 1 and 
is a highly qualified educator who will be 
an asset to our schools. She will continue 
the district’s mission to provide the best 
possible education to our students. I 
know she will be as honored to be called a 
Panther as I am. 

Enjoy the end of the school year and have 
a wonderful summer. 

Sincerely,
Dr. David Salvo
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Joelle’s Guidance Corner
Graduation day is upon us, and our high 
school seniors are preparing to proudly 
march in their caps and gowns to 
receive the diploma they have diligently 
worked for over the years. Just like 
their family and friends, Middle 
Township Public Schools’ teachers, 
staff and administrators are looking 
forward to celebrating this milestone 
with these students and wishing them 
well in their future endeavors. 

MTPS encourages students to research 
a variety of options before deciding 
their post-graduation plans. As 
part of this, we often have military 

representatives visit our schools, hold 
assemblies, meet with students during 
lunch or one-on-one, and invite them 
to events such as our open house and 
college fair. Middle Township High 
School also offers a Navy National 
Defense Cadet Corps, part of the 
NJROTC, which is a leadership and 
character development program where 
cadets learn the Navy’s core values of 
Honor.  

Some of the soon-to-be graduates 
have chosen to take this path, and we 
congratulate them as they begin their 
journey in the military: 

MTPS is delighted to recognize the students who 
participated in the early college program and will be 
earning an associate’s degree along with their high 
school diploma this year. The following students joined 
Atlantic Cape Community College’s commencement 
ceremony on May 22 and received their degree:

Jose Cruz - Air National Guard 
Sophia Wright - Navy 
Michael Harpel - Army 
Dylan James - Marines
Gage Cileone - Marines 
Tatyana Moffitt-Ivens - Air National 
Guard 
Kierstyn Neuman - Army National 
Guard Reserves, she will also be 
attending the University of Arizona 

Ryan Day – to study 
finance at Rowan 
University 

Jake Frie – to study 
mechanical engineering, 

Rowan University 

Hannah 
Murtaugh – to 
study psychology, 
Rowan University 

Keily Sanchez-Beteta 
– to study computer 
science and play 

collegiate soccer, 
Ramapo College 

Atlantic Cape 
Community College 
Graduates
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Elementary #1 students 
participate in ‘Bubbles 
for Autism’ event 
In honor of students affected by Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, Elementary #1 held a “Bubbles for Autism” 
event during April, which is Autism Awareness Month. 
Students and staff blew bubbles at the school to 
encourage acceptance and awareness about autism 
spectrum disorder. The bubbles symbolize joy, hope 
and laughter, and the activity strengthened the school’s 
sense of community. 

Besides blowing bubbles, students 
and staff wore red in support 
of Neurodiversity Awareness. 
Neurodiversity Awareness Month also 
occurs in April and celebrates the 
diversity of human brains and their 
thinking styles. 

Elementary #1’s Preschool Family 
Night provides valuable health and 
wellness information 
Health and wellness were the focus of Elementary #1’s Preschool Family Night, which 
was held on May 13. More than 70 families attended the event that featured a dynamic 
presentation from award-winning and bestselling author Ryan Benz. Benz, who wrote 
Wander: A Memoir of Letting Go and Walking 2,000 Miles to a Meaningful Life, shared 
lessons of mindfulness, self-discovery and connection to life through vivid storytelling 
and interactive sessions. His presentation equipped students with practical tools for 
building resilience, cultivating purpose and leading with empathy. 

After the presentation, families explored stations 
including: 

•	 The school nurse’s free blood pressure and 
hearing screenings. 

•	 A hand washing area for families to learn the 
importance of hygiene. After washing their hands 
properly, visitors could enjoy a healthy snack. 

•	 Developmental screening resources provided 
by a family engagement specialist from Rutgers 
University. 

•	 A planting station, craft station and obstacle 
course were provided by a partnership with 
NJ4S, an organization that connects families 
with community resources for mental health 
and wellness. 
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Elementary #2 third graders in Miss 

Andrea Reder’s class embarked on 
an exciting adventure – starting a 
school garden. The project began 

over the winter, with the students 
writing a bill proposing the 

creation of a garden on the school 
grounds. They presented the bill 

to Principal Carrie Sinone, who 
approved it and turned the 
students’ idea into a “law.” 

In the spring, the students 
brought their vision to life with 
the support of local businesses 

and built a garden. Thank you 
to the Lowe’s of Rio Grande, 

Home Depot of Cape May Court 
House, and Secluded Acres of Rio 

Grande for their donations and 
generous support. The businesses’ 

contributions and the students’ 
efforts turned a classroom idea into 

a thriving reality. 

Elementary #2 students receive 
a personal look at history and 
valuable lessons 
Jeff Zeiger visited with Elementary School #2’s fourth graders and shared 
his family’s powerful story of surviving the Holocaust. Zieger told the story 
of his father, who was a Holocaust survivor and only six years old when 
the Nazis marched into his village in Poland. Due to the kindness of a man 
named Anton, Zieger’s father was hidden underground for 18 months and 
survived the harrowing ordeal of the war. 

The students were moved by the resilience of Zeiger’s family and the 
kindness of others. In addition to receiving a personal look at history, 
the students learned valuable lessons, including treating all people with 
respect.  

Zieger participates in the Esther Raab Holocaust Museum and Goodwin 
Education Center’s speaker series, and visits about 20 schools a year. 

Beautiful garden sprouts from 
third graders’ classroom idea at 
Elementary #2 
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LMiddle Township Middle School donates 
nearly $20,000 to St. Baldrick’s Foundation 
Middle Township Middle School students and faculty held 
their fifth St. Baldrick’s Day fundraiser, nearly doubling 
their $10,000 goal.   

Almost 60 students and volunteers shaved and donated 
their hair for the event, including eighth grader Eli Read. 
Read raised more than $2,000 for the St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation. Middle school staff members Principal Jeff 
Ortman, Jessica Douglass, Julie Seitz, Christopher White, 
Amy McGarrity, Amanda Crafts, Robert Maloney, David 
Farrow, Nicholas Matousch and Everett Garrison also 
shaved and donated their hair.   

The St. Baldrick’s Foundation is known for its nationwide 

hair-shaving events that show 
solidarity with children battling 
cancer. Leading up to the main event, 
students and staff collect donations 
for their participation. St. Baldrick’s 
was founded in 
2000 and has 
since become 
one of the largest 
private funders of 
childhood cancer 
research grants.   

Middle Township Middle 
School PAWS members 
celebrate achievements 
playing “Wheel of Fortune” 
Middle Township Middle School students who earned a PAWS 
membership for the third making period celebrated their 
accomplishments by playing an exciting version of Wheel of 
Fortune.” Teachers dressed up for their roles in the game and 
teamed up with students for some friendly competition. Teachers 
and students shared plenty of 
laughs and enthusiasm as they 
played “America’s Game.” 

 To become a PAWS member, 
students must earn good 
grades, have few absences and 
tardies, and show exemplary 
school behavior. Students can 
receive membership during 
each marking period, which 
offers incentives and privileges 
such as an invitation to all PAWS 
events, homework exemptions 
and more. Congratulations 
to the students who received 
membership this year! 
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LHigh School Highlights

TALENT 
SHOW: Middle 
Township hosted 
a Talent Show at 
the PAC on May 
7, which featured 
amazing 
performances 
including 
singing, 
instrumental 
and more. The 
event was a hit 
among students!

RECOGNIZING MTHS STUDENTS: On April 30, MTHS 
held its seventh Panther Choice Awards with a record 
number of students being recognized and honored.

MULTICULTURAL 
NIGHT:  More 
than 200 
people attended 
the MTHS 
Multicultural 
Night, which 
occurred on May 
20.  The event also 
had a tremendous 
amount of 
participation from 
our teachers and 
students.

ON THE GREEN: The 
district’s golf outing 
was a huge hit at the 

Avalon Links on May 
19. The event benefits 

extra-curricular 
activities.  

REMEMBERING 
VETERANS: On May 
26, MTHS NNDCC Naval 
Cadets participated in 
the Middle Township 
Memorial Day Parade 
which was followed by 
a beautiful ceremony at 
Veterans Cemetery. 

TRAVELING 
ABROAD: 
Over spring 
break, 
French Club 
Advisor 
Wendy 
Cope took 
students to 
France and 
Spain.
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2025 Spring Athletics Season Highlights
Panthers Spring sports season wrapped up with a couple 
of team conference championships, two track and field 
Meet of Champions qualifiers, a quarter-century-old 
school record shattered, and a state sectional semifinal 
appearance.

A whopping 27 Panthers athletes were recognized as 
Cape Atlantic and West Jersey Football leagues All Stars 
or received Honorable Mention in their respective sports. 
Middle Township High School held a signing ceremony 
on May 20 for students planning to play soccer, wrestling, 
lacrosse, baseball and basketball in college. 

BASEBALL: For the first 
time, Panthers baseball 
captured a Cape Atlantic 
League United Conference 
co-championship! A new 
banner has been ordered for 
the gym wall to celebrate this 
accomplishment. The team 
enjoyed a mid-season trip to 
The Ripken Experience in 
Myrtle Beach, where it faced 
healthy competition. Pitcher 
Adam Radzieta plans to play 
at Rowan College of South 
Jersey.

GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD: Sophomore javelin thrower 
Alli Nagle qualified for the state track & field Meet of 
Champions with a throw of 108.1 feet. Senior runner 
Gracie Repici also competed in the Meet of Champions in 
the 1600-meter (1-mile) run and, late in the season, broke 
a 25-year-old school record with a time of 5:17. Nagle was 
the Cape May County javelin champion, too, and Haylie 
Rowlands was the county pole vault champion.

BOYS TRACK AND FIELD: Participation numbers 
were high for the Panthers boys track, which sent 
two young athletes to the state championship meet 
– sophomores John Wright in discus and Jamar 
Mack in the 1600. The team also had a couple of 
Cape May County co-champions in pole vault – 
Connor Rowlands and Dontae Kelly.

BOYS LACROSSE: 
Boys lacrosse 
earned the 
CAL National 
Conference 
championship for 
the first time since 
2013! The team was 
13-5 this season. 
Micah McAnaney is 
planning to play at 
Ursinus College.

BOYS TENNIS: With no seniors in the varsity lineup, the 
Panthers tennis team went on a late season run and reached 
the state tournament’s sectional semifinal. The Panthers won 
one of five matches against Haddonfield, the longtime group 
champion. With more experience on the courts next year, 
the Panthers hope to improve an already impressive 15-9 
record.

GIRLS LACROSSE: The 
Panthers girls lacrosse 
team battled to a strong 
15-4 record and a couple 
of seniors reached 
milestones – 200-plus 
career goals for Carmen 
O’Hara and more than 
200 saves for goalkeeper 
Olivia Rodgers. Jax 
Pickering plans to play at 
Vassar College. 
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MTPS honors two community members with band 
room and guidance suite renaming ceremony 
Middle Township Public Schools administration hosted a 
special dedication ceremony to honor two distinguished 
members of the school community – Gloria Hodges and 
Richard Ludwig.   

The high school’s Band Room and the Guidance Suite were 
renamed in recognition of the school community members’ 
exceptional contributions. Staff brought the Hodges and 
Ludwig families to each room to unveil the new signage.  

 Gloria Hodges was a teacher and guidance counselor at 
Middle Township High School for 43 years. She began her 
career at Middle Township Middle School as a math teacher 
and was named Teacher of the Year twice. In 1986, Hodges 
transitioned to MTHS as a guidance counselor. In this role, 
Hodges introduced vital programs such as peer mediation 
and positive black generation.   

 Hodges was promoted to the Director of Guidance position 
and founded the MTHS’s alternative program for disaffected 
students. She retired in 2007 but continued to be involved 
with Middle Township’s school community and was elected 
to the Board of Education in 2014. She served in the BOE until 
2023.  

 Richard Ludwig is MTPS’s former music teacher and 
director of the award-winning MTHS marching band. Ludwig 
joined MTPS in 1973 where he dedicated 34 years to music 
education. He worked with the National Judges Association 
Tournament of Bands Music Festivals and, in his later years 
at the district, was the director of MTPS performing arts.  

 During his time as 
the director of the 
MTHS marching 
band, Ludwig led 
the students to 
many victories. His 
love for music was 
contagious, and his 
enthusiasm, energy 
and joy were evident 
in the classroom, 
on the field and on 
the stage. He retired 
from MTPS in 2007.  

 After the ceremony, 
attendees gathered 
in the Media Center for a light lunch and celebration. 

SOFTBALL: With 
a young roster 
featuring only two 
seniors, the Panthers 
softball team looks to 
improve on its .500 
record next year. 
Sophomore infielder/
relief pitcher Dakota 
Laughlin was named 
an All Star.

FLAG FOOTBALL: In its third 
year and with no seniors on the 
team, the Panthers flag football 
team continues to be competitive 
and expects to be even better next 
year. Three players - Alli Nagle, 
Payton Abrego and Layla Hayward 
- were named All-Stars. Nagle 
was also named to the All-South 
Jersey Team. 

GOLF: The Panthers 
golf team continues to 
grow, especially 
among girls. Senior 
Gabrielle Braun 
qualified for the 
Cape Atlantic League 
tournament. She and 
Ava Rusko were named 
CAL All Stars, along 
with Stephen Morris.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL #1: 
Second-grade students dazzled 
the audience during the annual 
musical concert on May 13 at 
the Calvin L. Back Performing 
Arts Center. The program, titled 
Music is in All of Us, showcased 
student-led narration and 
choreography. A special thank 
you to music teacher Liz Cicali. 

ELEMENTARY #2: About 160 students participated in the 
school production, Disney’s Frozen Kids, which was held 
on April 11 and 12. Thank you to the director of the drama 
club, Nicole DelCorio, who chose this play as her final 
production.

ELEMENTARY #2: On May 21, 
the elementary bands, choir 
and step team captivated 
audience members with a 
thrilling concert. During 
the event, the beginning 
and advanced bands and 
the choir showcased their 
talents performing a variety of 
musical works. The step team 
concluded the concert with 
their lively choreography.

MIDDLE SCHOOL: The middle school band and choir 
performed at the High Note Music Festival in May. The 
festival was an adjudication, and two judges scored the choir 
and band on a variety of musical aspects. The band earned a 
rating of “Excellent.” The choir earned a rating of “Superior.” 
Afterward, the students celebrated by spending the day at Six 
Flags Great Adventure. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL:  The choir performed at the 
Cape May Choral Festival on June 3 at the Cape 
May Convention Hall. Choirs from South Jersey 
performed, which helped all the students at 
the event learn to become better singers; both 
individually and as a choir.

HIGH SCHOOL: On 
May 14, 58 dancers 
at Middle Township 
High School were 
featured at the dance 
showcase, Iconic. 
This event marked 
ten years of the MTHS 
Dance program. 

HIGH SCHOOL: Students gave 
outstanding performances at the annual 
spring concert on May 22. The choir 
kicked off the concert with popular 
musical arrangements and featured 
five senior vocalists. Then the jazz band 
took the stage followed by the concert 
band. Thank you to Brinley Edwards and 
Michael Saul for directing the event. 
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